[Positioning of the patient for surgery].
The success of an operation does not only depend on a perfect surgical technique, an appropriate anesthesia, convenient surgical instruments and functional technical equipment, but also on a proper operative positioning. Meeting the requirements of the surgeon, the positioning has also to be in accordance with the patient's individual needs. Seemingly trivial in "simple" positions, there must be paid attention to details, as they can have serious harm to the patient if done incorrectly. The surgeon is in charge for the positioning, but the performance is done in a horizontal division of work between surgeon and anesthesiologist. This article describes standard positions, demonstrates their realization and special damages, and points out juristic aspects as well as technical items like operating table and positioning facilities.